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DIARY DATES
OCTOBER 
15th First Day of Term 4
16th Yr 12 Graduation 
 Rehearsal
22nd  2nd visit Year 8 
 Boys/Girls 
 Immunisations
23rd    ID Photos for Yr7-11
 (for Yr8-12 in 2019)
26th     Last Day Yr 12
29th    Gov. Council        
 General Meeting   
 7pm - All welcome!

HAMBOURS UNIFORM
SHOP HOURS

TUESDAY  
8.15AM-9.15AM

WEDNESDAY
 8.15AM - 10.15AM

THURSDAY 
1.30PM - 3PM

PHONE: 8447 2077 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Andrew Dickinson

                              

Last week our school underwent a review led by a team from our de-
partment’s Review, Improvement and Accountability Division. The aim 
of the review was to assess how our school was progressing in relation 
to our Priority Improvement Plan. The team met with 56 staff, 6 groups 
of students and our governing council chair. The following information 
was fed back to our Executive Leadership Team at the end of the visit.

The review team were presented with a wealth of information regarding 
improving attendance and staff reported that they were seeing a sig-
nificant change in students attending. Resources have been appropri-
ately aligned with the focus area of attendance including an additional 
leadership position and time allocated for staff to follow up absences. 
Significant impact has been made improving attendance from R-12. All 
the staff from R-12 including FLO were clearly committed to improving 
attendance and processes have been embedded across the school.

The focus of improving reading levels was evident across the school 
and in places the efforts were extremely influential. Contemporary ped-
agogy is being used in some areas of the school with further implemen-
tation to follow and leaders know where capacity still requires building. 
Significant resources have been invested in leadership development 
and this was evident across the whole school.

The reviewer who focused on the primary school was extremely im-
pressed with the results noting significant and accelerated change was 
in place. With the B-12 culture there is clearly a willingness across the 
site to work together and there is intention to further implement B-12 
learning opportunities with both staff and students. The geographical 
barriers are acknowledged and a vision exists to build a combined staff 
and admin area and a large gym to hold whole school functions.

The reading focus in the Flexible Learning Centre and ATSI areas was 
seen as important work making a big difference to those students’ 
lives.  Anecdotally, the reviewers each shared highlights throughout 
the two days mentioning most of the faculties and teams. The highlight 
mentioned again and again was of course the superb work in the junior 
school and it is only right that they receive such a high commendation 
for the improvements they have made.



PRINCIPALS REPORT  Cont......
It is acknowledged that we still have a lot of work to do but we have shown we have the capacity to continue 
our improvement journey without significant support outside the school. I would like to, again, say a huge 
thank you to all our members of our school community. Your continued support for all our students with 
attendance and reading has had a significant impact and as we know it underpins all the progress our 
students make with their learning.

Andrew Dickinson - Principal

2018 Olympic Academy Day/
Pierre de Coubertin Award

Rachael, a year 10 student, was recently 
nominated by a PE teacher, Mrs. Kalatzis for the 
Pierre de Coubertin Award. She was required to 
write a 250 word statement about an Olympic 
athlete that has been a role model for her, this 
person being Steven Bradbury. 

Rachael has represented Gawler & District 
College B-12 in athletics and baseball and also 
represented South Australia at a national level for 
softball.
Congratulations Rachael!

GAWLER SHOW
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Our Junior School has been very busy with all sorts of events and activities during term three.

Recently a group of our students representing our Junior School participated in A Treasure Quest held at the 
Evanston Garden Library.The contestants from our school were: Skye, Daniel  and Jaxon from Mrs Valley’s 
class along with Peter and Sable from Ms Hambour’s class.

Their challenges against three other schools involved various activities, including block building, book sort-
ing, hide & seek and a pop quiz about Australia.The competition was extremely close with our students win-
ning by 1 point! Our winners each received their own mini treasure chest, a certificate and a wrist band and 
$100 worth of books for our Library! 

  VIP Day
On Tuesday 11th September our students each invited a Very Important Person to visit the Junior School. 
Our classrooms were open from 9.30am to 10.30am for our visitors to take part in a range of learning activ-
ities focusing on reading. Following this our visitors were invited to a scrumptious Morning Tea provided by 
Junior School staff. This was a wonderful way to share our reading classrooms and our Junior School with 
our community.

PosItIVe ParentIng Program

We are currently hosting 3 sessions of the Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) in our Activity Room on Mon-
days 10th, 17th and 24th September at 9.00am-11.00am. The program teaches parents and caregivers simple, 
practical strategies to confidently tackle parenting issues. The evidence-based strategies help parents build 
positive, strong and healthy relationships with their children. The parenting skills will help:

• set family routines and rules

• develop positive relationships

• raise happy, healthy and confident children

• balance work and family

• create a happy, safe environment where your family can thrive.

All parents are welcome to attend with a crèche now being available.

Book Week
Week 5 was a spectacular week for our Junior School as we participated in Book Week. This event is de-
signed to celebrate books and encourage a love of reading. This year’s theme was ‘Find Your Treasure’ and 
students were encouraged to find something they can treasure about books. 

Our Book Week parade was the most successful yet! It was wonderful to see so many families and friends 
supporting their children. Costumes were amazing and it was great to see so many that reflected the theme 
and were homemade. 

THE WINNERS OF THE “BOOK REVIEW” COMPETITION:

Year 6 – Noah   Year 3 - Kosta

Year 5 – Skye   Year 2 - Fiona

Year 4 – Sam    Year 1 - Jak

Julie Stockdale - Junior School Head



JUNIOR SCHOOL
 

BookWeek 2018 – ‘FInD your treasure’
Such a wonderful week, full of amazing energy, lots of fun and books!  Bookweek 2018 at Gawler & District 
College started with a bang at a Monday morning primary assembly, where our primary teachers preformed 
Eric Carle’s ‘Very Hungry Caterpillar’.  It was a great performance with Miss Georgie staring as the Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar and Mrs Burnes co-staring as the Beautiful Butterfly.

A very successful book swap was run at the later end of Bookweek, where our students could swap their old 
books for some new reading material.  A big thank you to the organisers of the book swap, what a wonderful 
initiative! 

Our library was filled with an amazing showcase of our student’s art and class work.  The students also took 
part in the various competitions our library was running – a book review to win treasure, a design a bookmark 
and books are our treasures competitions.  It was a true pleasure to receive and display all our wonderful 
submissions for these competitions.

Our Bookweek parade was a huge success, with the childcare centre, primary students and our year 7 stu-
dents on display.  A huge thank you to Jessica Sensei for being our MC for the day and to Mrs Walker and 
her amazing team for our music and sound system. 

I would like to personally thank all the students and staff for making this Bookweek the wonderful success it 
was. 

Happy reading!

Jo Fallows - Library Assistant



MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Gawler and District College Giants baseball team welcome American im-
port player/coach David Carroll.

David Carroll is a pitcher from the University of Maryland, he will be join-
ing our program for three 2 hour visits at the school. He will be working 
with our baseball students to improve on their pitching.

David will coach the Gawler Rangers Division II team and will also assist 
me with the U17s. David is a huge pickup both for our school program 
and the Rangers and we wish him well and hope he enjoys his time whilst 
he is here. 

At 6’8” and bright red hair with an American accent, David will be easy to 
find. Please say G’day when you see him and make him feel welcome.

David is currently pitching in the European Baseball League for a club in 
the Czech Republic and arrived here in Gawler on the 13th of Septem-
ber. Please take advantage of this great opportunity and come out to the 
Karbeethan Reserve, Hillier on Sunday morning to see David in action. 
With the recent addition of David to our club, he immediately gives us a 
shot at taking out the title!

Exciting times ahead for both the GDC Giants and the Gawler Rangers!  
C’mon down and be a part of it!

Regards  -  Coach V.

GIANTS BIG STRIKE

Hot Off The Press!

The Gawler Giants played a doubleheader against the Seaton Sharks on Wednesday 5th Sept.

In a highly charged friendly game against the Seaton Specialist Baseball Program, our Gawler Giants held 
their own. Starting just this year the Giants held the lead 4-1 going into the second to last innings. A couple of 
errors cost the Giants the game losing 6-5, but the very young participants took away a feeling of excitement.

“Just to be able to hang with those guys is a huge achievement and effort,” said Coach V.

The second game played out very similar to the first with the Giants flying out to a 3-0 lead early on. With 
time called early in order to return to school, the Giants gave up the lead in the last inning. Final score in the 
second game was 4-3 Seaton’s way. 
It is disappointing to lose, but I think we need to feel good about how far we have come in a such a short time.

Regards - Coach V.

It has been another busy period for Middle School Students.  A large number of our students were involved 
with both the Gawler and Royal Adelaide Shows. The Animal Learning Centre at the Gawler Show was a 
huge success and there were lots of positive comments from patrons about how helpful and attentive our 
students were. Our musicians were also a hit, keeping the crowd entertained over the two days.  A number 
of our Agriculture Students were also part of the successful steer, goat and chicken programs that took home 
numerous awards. Please check out our Facebook page which has details and pictures of our Show suc-
cesses.

Course counselling has taken place for Year 9 students who are entering Year 10 in 2019.  Any students who 
missed out on selecting their subjects need to let their home care teachers know as soon as possible. They 
will give students a form to fill out to ensure that they don’t miss out on their preferred subjects in 2019. 

Students who are currently in Year 8 will complete their selections for Year 9 2019 early in Term 4.

Reports will be distributed in Week 10.

Liz Rankin - Middle School  Head



MIDDLE SCHOOL
During Term 2,  two of our Year 11 Legal Studies students, 
Piper and Patrick attended the South Australian Schools 
Constitutional Convention at Parliament House. The topic for 
this year’s Constitutional Convention was ‘Should the Com-
monwealth Parliament have a specific power to legislate for 
the environment?’

Piper and Patrick listened to expert guest speakers, ad-
dressed a Q&A panel of federal and state politicians, work 
with students from other schools in breakout activities and 
participated in a debate on the topic in the House of Assem-
bly.

They now have the opportunity to apply for the National Con-
stitutional Convention, held in Canberra at the beginning of 
next year.

Layla Clarke - Teacher

Gawler & District College B-12’s SLC students 
organised a can drive this term to support St 
Vincent De Paul (Vinnies) in Gawler. As a whole 
school we ran a competition to raise the most 
canned foods and non perishable items. We suc-
cessfully raised a total of 776 food cans which 
were generously donated to Vinnies to help fami-
lies who are in need within our community. 

Val Duffield from Vinnies has expressed great 
appreciation and has stated that our donations 
are invaluable for the Gawler community.

 It has been so great to see our students express 
the spirit of generosity and kindness.
Maria Grasso - Teacher 

ANNUAL CAN DRIVE

PAYING IT FORWARD!

This year our Student Leadership Committee donated $150.00 to Salt Church in Evanston Gardens. The 
committee made this decision to use some of the fund raising profits and give back to the Church to say 

thank you for their generosity in providing items and food for our very own “Breakfast Club”.
The Leaders of SLC constantly strive to display aspects of being successful leaders and model generosity, 
so other students can endeavour to become selfless, considerate, humane, sympathethic and dedicated 

leaders themselves.

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, “What are we doing for others”? “ - Martin Luther King Jr



“THE LIGHT FANTASTIC”

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

The trick photography and SPFX ‘Light Painting’ examples were created by the Year 10 Media Arts class 
by manually adjusting the camera aperture and exposure settings in such a way that they capture the 
swirling movements of multiple lights over about one to 3 seconds of time.

The ‘Heart Light Shadow’ was created by positioning a light behind the metal ring resting in the folds of 
the book in such a way that it casts a beautifully perfect heart shape, perhaps signifying our love of books 
and reading.

Gareth Saunders - Media Teacher

 

  

EASY > SECURE > CONVENIENT 
  

Acce pt payments 24 hours a day, 7 days a week   

  
For busy parents and carers, finding time to pay  s chool lunches can be  difficult. 

That’s why Qkr! by Mastercard was created.   

Introducing Qkr! (pronounce  d 'quicker') by Mastercard, 
the secure and easy way to  order and pay for items  
from your phone at a time and place that suits you.  

With Qkr you can: 
  

-  Pay for  Rory’s School Lunches  *Cut off time 8: am 45 .   
 

-  See your receipts on the app and get them sent by     
email  if required .   

  

Step 1.   Download Qkr!   
On your Android phone or  iPhone .   
iPad users must   download iPhone app .   

Step 2.   Register   
Select your Coun try of Residence as ‘Australia’  and  
follow the steps to register .   
  
Step 3.   Find our school     
Our school wi ll appear in ‘Nearby Locations’  if you’re  
within 10km’s o f our school, or search for our   school  
by name.   
  
Step 4.   Register your child   
When first accessing our school you will be  
prompted to add a student profile for your  
child /children . This allows you to  make orders and  
payments for them.   
  

CANTEEN ORDERS - QKR APP 

Have you tried our on line canteen ordering app?
To ensure your students get a tasty lunch, please order 

before 8.45am.



SENIOR SCHOOL 

Year 12 Finishing Line Seminar

On Tuesday 14th of August our Year 12s were involved in a 'Finishing Line' seminar run by the Elevate 
team. The session involved preparing students for the last term of Year 12 and covered topics such as exam 
preparation, student wellbeing and motivational study skills. The presenters were two current university 
students who not only offered advice about study skills but also potential career pathways and Uni life. 
Overall, the students' feedback was positive with 90% of them indicating they would recommend the 
seminar to others.

Sarah Hallworth – Year 12 YLM

Teacher V Year 12 Sport

On Tuesday  21st of August there was another round of 
Teacher V Year 12 Sport. The round 5 sport of choice was 
netball. The students started off in front but with a strong 
interchange the teachers caught up resulting in a 5-5 goal 
draw. 

Thank you to all the students and teachers who participated. 

Sarah Hallworth - Year 12 Year Level Manager 

Scores:
Round 1: Indoor Soccer 1-1

Round 2: Dodgeball 2-2

Round 3: Basketball Teachers: 12 Students: 7

Round 4: Badminton Teachers: 8 Students: 5

Round 5: Netball Teachers: 5 Students: 5 

TOMMY EMMANUEL EXPERIENCE!

Recently a group of very lucky students were taken 
to the Festival Theatre where they participated in 
a workshop with the world famous guitarist Tommy 
Emmanuel. This was part of a Carlew House initiative 
to engage young musicians in the North. 
Our students asked lots of questions and dominated 
much of the conversation with Tommy. This was an 
invaluable experience which they will remember for a 
very long time.

Josh Mollart - Music Teacher



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

GAWLER & DISTRICT COLLEGE B-12 FOUNDATION INC.

Since the inception of the Scholarships in 2011 the Foundation has presented 34 scholarships!

2017-18 GDC Foundation Scholarship recipients were:

Danica Richards

Tahlia McCartney

Taylor Scott

Isabella Harrald

2018-19 scholarship recipients were:

Lachlan Wilson Dr John Harbison Scholarship

Alec Nguyen  Dace Darzins Scholarship

Jaymie Pitt  Concordia Scholarships

Renee Chamberlain “  “

Luke Matthews “  “

Hayley Matthews Springwood Scholarships

Anastasia Harrald “  “

Greg Drew  “  “

Jesse Cadamon GDC Foundation

Seth Phillips  “             “         

Jessica Raccanello Gizelle Forgie Scholarship

Jamilia Evans  Gillett-Ferguson Scholarship

Hannah James Zonta Scholarship

Applications for 2019-20 scholarships will be advertised in September and students will be informed at the 
various year level assemblies. Criteria covers a broad range – sports, arts, academic, STEM with varying 
monetary amounts.  Applicants may be interviewed and will be notified if successful in November.  Scholar-
ship recipients will be introduced to the relevant scholarship donors at a function in November.

Lynette Fowler - Secretary

GDC Foundation Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
Just a reminder that we only have 10 Entertainment Books left to sell. These are perfect for a 
gift or for a family to share with other members. There are 100’s of bargains and with the school 
holidays coming up you are sure save a lot of money. Funds raised go towards various projects  
at the school. They are $70 each and our finance office would be happy to let you have a look 
at one, but be quick they are almost gone!



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

 

 

Inspire. Educate. Fun! 
Get involved in an EB netball clinic and get access to 
experienced coaches who are passionate about teaching you the 
basics as well as extending current skills. 

ERIN IS MAKING A SPECIAL 
VISIT TO GAWLER                 
FOR THE GAWLER & DISTRICTS NETBALL ASSOCIATION! 

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER 
6 – 9 YRS – 10 – 12pm 

10 – 13 YRS – 1 – 3PM 

GAWLER & DISTRICT NETBALL ASSOCIATION 
COURTS - HALLAM DR, GAWLER 

REGISTER NOW!  
www.erinbell.com.au 

 
 

ERIN BELL NETBALL 

Gawler & Districts 
October School Holiday 

Netball Clinics 

OUR AIM IS TO MOTIVATE AND INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION 
TO REACH THEIR POTIENTAL THROUGH NETBALL! 

Supported by 

 

Wednesday Afternoons in Term 4 – 2018  
Circle of Security © 

Free Parenting Group 
Creating a more secure relationship with your child 

 
Would you like to learn how to better 
support your child’s emotional needs or 
why you feel distressed, frustrated or 
overwhelmed when your child’s behaviour 
is demanding, aggressive or clingy?  

 

 
 
 This six week course will cover….  

 How to understand your child’s needs  
 How to help them organise their feelings and feel secure in their relationships  
 How to help your child to engage more in play and learning  
 How to meet your child’s emotional needs through tough times (challenging    

behaviours, tantrums, attention seeking, being clingy).  
 How to manage your thoughts and feelings 

  

To book or to find out more about this course and if it might be suitable for 
you call: Jayne on 85 223 626 or 0418 638 823  

or email Jayne.Rayment@sa.gov.au 
 

FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN PRESCHOOL AGE AND UNDER. 
Starting: Wednesday 24th of October until Wednesday 29th Of November 
Time: 12.30pm to 2.300pm  
Venue: Gawler & District College B-12 Children’s Centre  
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL!  PLEASE NOTE NO CHILD CARE AVAILABLE 
 

Jayne is a Registered Circle of Security © Parent Educator 
 

 



SCHOOL COMMUNITY
FINANCE DEPT


